
Fishbowl Discussion on Longer Fiction or Drama (Videos #5 and #6):
 Plot Structure and Speaker/Narrator Perspective 


INNER CIRCLE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
For each question below, you will discuss (make two contributions) with your inner circle participants and reference the videos and our class’ long fiction and drama (Oedipus Rex, Hamlet, The Metamorphosis and The Picture of Dorian Gray). 

1. Think of one of the long texts we read in class. What is a significant event in the text that reveals different characters’ value systems (such as Polonius’ death in Hamlet, and Hamlet and Claudius’ different value systems)? How do these characters’ value systems differ? How do these differences ignite and exacerbate the conflict between them? 
2. Think of one of the long texts we read in class. How does the plot structure (the introduction, rising action, climax, falling action and resolution) create suspense or anticipation? Refer to textual evidence (a specific scene will do) from the text. 
3. Think of one of the long texts we read in class. Which event in the plot of this text has SIGNIFICANCE (you may consider its significance in relation to a character, conflict, another event or thematic idea)? How does this event contribute to the meaning of the work as a whole? How does that single event transform the characters throughout the text? 
4. Think of one of the longs texts we read in class. Who is the narrator? Are they biased? Are they reliable? What scenes throughout the text (beginning, middle and end) reveal the narrator’s perspective? How does the reliability of a narrator impact our reading? Why would the author make the narrator reliable, unreliable, biased or unbiased? How does this decision influence the text as a whole? 
5. Think of one of the long texts we read in class. What’s a social occasion, funeral, or wedding scene in the text? (It should be a critical scene where there’s a gathering) Why does this scene exist? How does this scene speak to the central idea of the text (and what is the central idea of the text)? How does the scene affect the text as a whole? 
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INNER CIRCLE DISCUSSION SENTENCE STARTERS:
· I discovered ____that…
· The author supports my claim ____ that…
· Readers can conclude that…
· The author believes/argues that…because…
· Adding to what_________(classmate) said, I believe/argue…
· I concluded that…
· That’s a valid point, but I feel…
· My classmate’s claim that___________is interesting because…


OUTER CIRCLE EVALUATION QUESTIONS: 

1. Which question would you prefer to answer and what would be your response?
2. What discussion questions/answers interested you and why?
3. What quality conversations or individual comments stood out and why?
4. Which questions led to the greatest/most intriguing conversations and why?
5. How would you evaluate the overall inner circle discussion and why?  
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