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	 Overview
English 9 is a unique course offered at ITHS, because it is an intense introduction to the reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills students will need throughout high school and beyond. The class includes elements of all future courses that students will take to fill the rest of their required English classes throughout high school.

Goals
By the end of the fall semester, students will be able to:
· Increase reading stamina and comprehension
· Use the a multi-step writing process to plan, create, edit, and share a variety of essays, stories, speeches, and projects
· Learn at least 100 Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary words in context and use them in writing and conversation
· Explore visual, musical, and theatrical arts through literature
· Ground all written and spoken arguments in evidence from text
· Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, set group and independent goals, and share opinions

Required Reading
Includes, but not limited to:
· Collections Grade 9 DOE materials
· Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman
· Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
· Various nonfiction texts to supplement readings
	
	Materials
The following materials are REQUIRED in class every day. Students who arrive unprepared to class will receive half-credit for their participation grade.
· A three-ring binder or notebook with the following labeled sections: Do Nows and Aims (DNA), Literary Analysis (LA), Language Skills (LS) and Homework (HW)
· Loose-leaf paper
· Pencils, blue or black pens
Assigned Seating
Seating assignments are based on diagnostic and formative assessments, student goals, behavior, and book club choice.  Students always have a voice in their learning and seating.

Late Assignments
A student with an excused absence (a signed note from a doctor or parent) is given a fair amount of time to make up assignments.  Assignments that are late with no excuse will lose 20% of their value for each day they are late. 

	Grading        I reserve the right to change course requirements and grading as the year progresses, in the best interest of the majority of students. 

	Tests and Essays
	Projects
	Quizzes
	Homework
	Classwork and Participation

	30%
	20%
	20%
	15%
	15%


· Tests – Includes Midterm and Final exams and other major assessments. Always announced in advance.
· Projects- includes major papers, well-developed paragraphs, book club presentations, and other tasks
· Quizzes – includes daily bell work, vocab quizzes, and checks for understanding (announced and pop)
· Homework – nightly assignments to deepen understanding and encourage creativity
· Class work/Participation/Citizenship/Attendance - Being IN class and ON time daily, having proper materials, completing class work, journaling, independent reading, group work, pair-shares, contributing to a discussion, aiding the teacher, etc.  


Pacing Calendar/Scope and Sequence
Subject to Modifications based on teaching and learning, student outcomes, reflections.

	Marking Period 1 (Sept-Oct)
	Marking Period 2 (Nov)
	Marking Period 3 (Dec-Jan)

	Topic: Finding Common Ground

Content
· Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman
· “A New Crop” by Colin McDonald
· Various poetry and non-fiction texts for independent study

Skills
· Reading for plot and character
· Finding claims in an argument
· Creating and supporting claims
· Using textual evidence
· Using rhetoric to strengthen an argument
· Public speaking skills

Major Assessments
·  Learning styles survey
· Personal mandala
· Informational writing
· Argument speech presentation

Standards
Cite text evidence
Support inferences
Analyze author’s claim
Analyze seminal US documents
	Topic: The Struggle for Freedom

Content
· “A Quilt of a Country” by Anna Quindlen
· “Making the Future Better Together” by Eboo Patel
· “The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln
· “Once Upon a Time” by Nadine Gordimer
· “Oklahoma Bombing Memorial Address” by Bill Clinton

Skills
· Analyze context of literature
· Compare different media (text, video, music) on a theme
· Creating and supporting a claim
· Noting and rebutting an opposing claim
· Analyzing arguments’ structures

Major Assessments
· Diary writing from a different perspective 
· Add/ask/argue fishbowl discussion and Socratic seminar
· Argument essay

Standards
Analyze author’s choices
Determine author’s point of view
Analyze accounts in different mediums
	Topic: Heroes and Quests

Content:
·  The Odyssey by Homer
· Mythology of ancient Greece and other cultures
· “The Journey” by Mary Oliver
· “The Good Soldiers” by David Finkel
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“The Real Reasons We Explore Space” by Michael Griffin
 
Skills:
· Read and analyze ancient poetry
· Analyze character traits and development
· Interpret figurative language (metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, etc)
· Compare multiple texts


Major Assessments
· Annotated bibliography
· Outline of analytical essay
· Analytical essay
· Final Exam 

Standards
Analyze complex characters
Interpret figurative language
Cite text evidence
Determine central idea of a text 

	Ongoing (Semester-Long) Unit: Word of the Day Vocabulary
Content: Tier 2 (academic) and Tier 3 (ELA-specific) words, and SAT words
Skills: Understanding new vocabulary, predicting meaning of words in context, writing and speaking with an expanded vocabulary, illustrating words
Major Assessments: bi-weekly vocabulary quizzes, use of words in classwork, final vocabulary text
Standards: L9.1 (command of English), L9.4 (vocab in context), L9.6 (academic and domain-specific vocab)

	Ongoing (Semester-Long) Unit: Independent Reading and Book Clubs
Content: Books chosen by students including novels, poetry, informational texts, nonfiction, and memoirs
Skills: Active and close reading strategies such as questioning, textual analysis, making connections, illustrating, vocabulary in context, summarizing, etc, and collaborating in accountable small groups
Major Assessments: Final poster/powerpoint/website
Standards: RL9.1 (evidence in literature), RL9.2 (literary theme), RL9.3 (complex characters), RL9.4 (vocabulary in context), RL9.5 (author’s choices), SL9.1 (academic discussion), SL9.4 (presentation)



[image: ]     
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL
21-16 44TH ROAD, LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
PHONE: 718-937-4270   FAX: 718-937-5236
Joseph Reed - Principal


Student Contract
Ms. Conn									     Email: hconn@schools.nyc.gov
www.msconn.net (click on “Freshman English Assignments” link for all classwork and homework)							
Please fill in ALL of the blank spaces on this Contract & Information Form.
Student’s Information:

Name _______________________________________________________________ Email_______________________________________________________________

Address (street, city zip)________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a computer at home? _________________________ 	Do you have a printer?________________________

Extracurricular Activities/ Work______________________________________		Last Year’s ELA Score earned:________________________ 

Favorite subjects: Check the appropriate boxes and list teacher(s)
	Math
	ELA
	Social Studies
	Science
	Foreign Language
	Physical Ed
	Music




 My parents and I will check my academic performance on Jupitergrades weekly!

Parent’(s)/Guardian Information:

Name _________________________________________________________________ 	Email ________________________________________________________________

Home # ______________________________________________________________	Work # ______________________________________________________________

Cell # _________________________________________________________________	Best time to call ____________________________________________________

Name _________________________________________________________________	Email ________________________________________________________________

Home # ______________________________________________________________	Work # ______________________________________________________________

Cell # _________________________________________________________________	Best time to call ____________________________________________________

 I will continue/establish good rituals and routines with my child regarding his/her assignments.
 I will build a strong alliance with my child’s guidance counselor and teacher to help my child.
 My child will attend class everyday, unless there’s an emergency/sickness with an absent note.
    Comments/Concerns that I need to know about your child: __________________________________________________________________________
Please sign below and return.
I have received, read, and agree to the course and classroom requirements.

Student’s name and signature _________________________________________________ 		Date ___________________

Parent/Guardian Print name:_________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature ________________________________________________

** This page must be filled out and signed, and handed in to Ms. Conn for safekeeping.  The other pages are to be kept for your reference. 
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